




One of the most important differentiators of a Tower School education is our ability to 
choose a path that prepares each of our students for personal and professional success in 
an ever-changing world—and not for success on a standardized test. We hold our students 
to a higher standard of rigor, as defined by the relevant skills of today:

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Collaboration, Agility and Adaptability
Innovation and Entrepreneurialism
Effective Oral and Written Communication
Accessing and Analyzing Information
Curiosity and Imagination

Schools must teach and evaluate the skills that will matter most to our children as they 
move toward independence; Tower School exists to meet this challenge. Furthermore,  
it is not enough to educate a child’s mind alone. At Tower, character counts and we  
deliberately focus on developing Character & Confidence. That is important—improving our 
character is a matter of intention, effort and often struggle. We don’t become wiser, more 
patient, more self-disciplined, more truthful, more courageous, more forgiving, and more 
humble automatically. We do so by striving to be that kind of person—so too, our children. 
Through our morning meetings, assemblies and daily interaction we focus with intention 
on the things that make us better people.

Finally, a fundamental step on the journey toward ensuring a forward-thinking and  
thoroughly relevant education is to develop students who are lifelong learners. These are 
the types of learners who are more likely to become innovators and problem solvers. By 
making the journey of education engaging, enjoyable and imaginative we generate enthusiasm 
in our student body that all but ensures the students will joyfully return to the classroom day 
after day, year after year—and continue learning on their own well after they pass through 
our halls for the last time.

I extend an open invitation to visit; you will find at Tower a school that values the individual, 
prioritizes character and confidence, and recognizes that happy children learn better.

Best,

Dr. Andrew Taylor
Head of School

WELCOME TO TOWER. 

01



OUR INDEPENDENCE IS  
WHAT SETS US APART.
A better process. A better outcome. 

As an independent school, we’re able to offer a customized curriculum based on the 
best of traditional and contemporary approaches to education. Unconstrained by testing 
mandates, our teachers develop their own lesson plans, and students can feel free to 
lead discussions into unexpected and thought-provoking territory.

This is the heart of the Tower School difference, and the result is an independent spirit 
that permeates the school and everything we do. Because our students are encouraged 
to step forward with their own ideas, rise up to personal challenges, and participate in 
their communities, they’re able to express their own independence as they take what 
they’ve learned beyond the classroom and into the world.
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Lower School 
Assembly: A big step for 
our youngest students.
Some students are nervous, some excited, 
and others ready to charge right ahead. But 
eventually, all students experience the thrill
(and occasional butterflies) of presenting their 
own thoughts on center stage. By overcoming 
individual barriers, each of them experiences 
a personal growth that broadens who they will 
become and what they will accomplish. 

                towerschool.org/prek

Singapore Math: 
A greater emphasis on 
problem solving.
Based on the same pictorial-abstract 
learning progression taught to some of 
the world’s leading mathematicians, this 
multi-sensory approach helps students 
begin to see what numbers really stand for. 
This allows them to apply their mathematical 
learning in real-world, hands-on experiences, 
resulting in greater computation, abstract 
reasoning, and problem-solving skills.

towerschool.org/kindergarten

S.T.E.A.M. Projects: 
Five disciplines. 
Countless rewards. 
By integrating Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Mathematics 
(S.T.E.A.M.), students collaborate on creative, 
multidisciplined projects in conjunction with 
the rest of their curriculum. One class favorite 
involves student teams building vessels that 
can successfully navigate a course while 
carrying passengers and cargo.

      towerschool.org/1stgrade

The Arts: An inside 
look at PEM.
Second-grade students benefit 
from our educational partnership 
with the Peabody Essex Museum 
(PEM) and visit regularly for 
lectures and research. Each 
spring, our students serve as 
museum docents for family 
members, sharing their 
knowledge of art and history.

towerschool.org/2ndgrade

Digital Citizenship: 
A powerful use of 
technology.
Tower’s 1:1 iPad program begins 
in third grade. All students learn 
the skills of digital citizenship, 
which emphasize online safety, 
appropriate use of filters for 
safe online searches, the ability 
to evaluate and manage their 
use of media time, and develop 
an understanding of online 
etiquette and kindness.

towerschool.org/3rdgrade

Connecting 
Communities: Impact 
and understanding.

Fourth-grade students at Tower learn that 
respect and consideration for others are 
essential to living in a diverse and dynamic 
world. By coordinating clothing drives for 
victims of natural disasters, and preparing 
and serving meals to those in need, Tower 
students develop the confidence and 
sensitivity necessary to positively 
impact the lives of others.

towerschool.org/4thgrade

Persuasive Writing: 
Make your case.
Fifth grade serves as the 
culmination of all of the instruction 
received in Lower School and as 
a step up to the next level of learning. 
Students learn to write in different 
genres, discover the importance 
of editing, and craft their own 
persuasive letters through 
which they convey a 
compelling argument.

towerschool.org/5thgrade

Tower Advisor 
Program: The 
power of mentoring.
Our Advisor Program for students 
begins in sixth grade. Skills of 
time management, personal 
responsibility, goal setting, and 
study strategies are solidified with 
the guidance and partnership of 
a faculty member.

towerschool.org/6thgrade

Taking the Lead:
Making choices and 
seeing them through.
Upper School students take 
charge of environmental initiatives 
such as Trash-Free Lunch and the 
annual Ethical Electronics recycling 
event. By directing these programs, 
students develop leadership skills 
and gain confidence as 
independent thinkers.

towerschool.org/7thgrade

Throughout their academic journey at Tower, children acquire life skills that add 
depth to their character and dimension to their confidence, enriching them 
throughout their high school and college years and beyond.

Below is a glimpse into the connected Tower curriculum and some of the unique 
experiences available. For closer look at the many facets of Tower’s curriculum, 
we encourage you to visit our website or schedule a campus tour.

THE MANY FACETS 
OF CHARACTER 
AND CONFIDENCE.

Economics: 
Important life skills.
In addition to completing Algebra 1, 
our eighth grade students learn 
lessons of personal finance, such as 
how to purchase a home. Students 
are assigned a down-payment, and 
income level, then “shop” for a home 
within their budget. They discover the 
impact that interest rates have on 
purchasing power. Tower students 
feel empowered, knowing that their 
acquired math skills will help them 
navigate the adult world.

     towerschool.org/8thgrade
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Academics and Teaching Philosophy:

Our teachers approach each day with passion for their craft and for each of our students. 
They create an environment where individuals can flourish — challenging and encouraging 
young learners to stretch their limits. By developing confidence and motivation, they  
empower students to meet our rigorous academic expectations.

Lesson plans are designed not only to convey knowledge but also to elevate  
cognitive functioning. Our demanding and rewarding curriculum  
promotes lifelong academic and study skills. Tower students  
continually strive to better themselves and contribute to their  
community, learning the importance of academic excellence  
along the way.

INSPIRED TEACHING.
MOTIVATED LEARNING.

Rise to 
the challenge 

of rigorous 
academics.
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UPPER SCHOOL

“I CONTRIBUTE.”
Can you teach someone to become a  
courageous and independent thinker? At  
Tower, the answer is a resounding yes.  
We actively prepare students to become  
lifelong learners, engaged citizens, and  
responsible leaders. While our academic  
challenges are ambitious, our students  
embrace them, especially when they  
realize that effort produces results.

Upper School teaches critical strategies,  
and study habits. It encompasses  
inquisitiveness and youthful idealism. By  
graduation, our students have gained the  
character and confidence needed to  
identify, communicate, and defend their  
unique point of view.

LOWER SCHOOL

“I BELONG.”
Lower School helps children define their place  
in the world. During this time of enthusiasm  
and discovery, young learners begin to see  
themselves in ever-widening circles — circles  
that expand to include classmates and the  
school community. Within the community of  
Tower, our Lower School students master  
key academic building blocks. It’s here that  
unique experiences and stimuli combine to  
transform concepts into solid foundations  
for promising futures.
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Visual and Performing Arts:

EXPECT FREEDOM. 
EXPECT CREATIVITY.

At Tower, the hallways are alive with colorful student artwork. Carved model 
sailboats are anchored in the foyer and voices animate the auditorium at  
Friday assemblies. There’s evidence everywhere that the arts are integral to 
Tower’s curriculum.

Tower takes advantage of its independence to offer a program that fully  
integrates the visual and performing arts. The creative process thrives here: 
every child learns to read music; every student is encouraged to participate in 
theatrical performances.

From the mathematical structure of musical form, to the dexterity of  
dance, to the teamwork required in our hand bell choir, the arts  
contribute powerfully to the intellectual and social growth of  
our students.

the joy of 
self-expression 



Physical Education and Athletics:

THE POWER OF PLAY.
THE VALUE OF SPORTSMANSHIP.

Learning doesn’t end at the classroom door. At Tower, we fully recognize the  
importance of athletic endeavors and physical education. In fact, every student  
is expected to participate in our athletic curriculum.

Physical activity teaches students that hard work and dedication lead to  
achievement. It builds character, sportsmanship, and teamwork in students of  
all ages. We encourage active play for younger students during recess, where 
they hone the peer-interaction skills learned in the classroom. Beginning in  
sixth grade, students have the opportunity to test themselves against other 
schools in team competition. The emphasis isn’t on winning, it’s on developing 
winning qualities.

We believe that leadership can emerge during soccer practice;  
that a commitment to health and fitness can begin on the  
playground; and that life skills can be learned on the field as  
well as in the classroom.

10

learning 
on the 
field
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building  
character  

through digital  
citizenship

Our students are growing up in a world that is increasingly digital, interconnected,  
and fiercely competitive. We encourage students to see themselves as citizens of  
a global society, and we strive to develop responsible digital citizenship.

By intentionally integrating contemporary and traditional teaching  
methods, we take advantage of new technologies without abandoning  
hard-copy books and other time-tested tools. At Tower, technology  
expands the learning tools available to both our teachers and students.

Our commitment to educational technology is evident in our 1:1 iPad  
program for grades three through eight. We introduced this program  
as a way to open the door to responsible independence in the modern  
world. Our intention is to equip each of our students with the skills and  
technological fluency necessary to thrive today and in the future.

Tradition and Technology:

PROVEN TEACHING METHODS.
INNOVATIVE TOOLS. 
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Citizenship & Leadership: Cultural Enrichment:

At Tower, we round out every child’s education  
with exciting programs, field trips and activities 
that directly correlate to our mission and core  
values. Whether serving meals at a soup 
kitchen or helping a child learn to read,  
student involvement in the outside world  
raises consciousness, creates character,  
and builds confidence.

Every member of the Tower community  
follows the Tower Code—guiding principles  
that teach respect, honesty, and kindness.
These priceless lessons result in thoughtful,  
considerate, and compassionate young people.

RESPECT,  
HONESTY,  
KINDNESS.

Sustainability:

Tower does more than pay lip service to 
environmental issues. A substantial part of our 
electrical energy is supplied by solar panels 
installed in 2012. We have joined forces with 
an extended network of other like-minded  
independent schools to create a sustainability  
program. The program allows us to monitor 
our ecological footprint, while making  
environmental consciousness real for  
our students.

RECYCLING AND  
BEYOND.

We intentionally expose our students to a rich  
tapestry of cultural and artistic influences from 
around the world. This expands their minds  
and piques their curiosities. Tower’s Cultural 
Enrichment program reaches out to  
multicultural artists and troupes, teachers,  
and storytellers, in an effort to bring  
creative expression and unique perspectives  
to our students.

CREATIVITY TAKES 
CENTER STAGE.

Community Service:

Through programs like our “Adopt-a- 
Grandparent” partnership with a local nursing 
home and a Biodiversity Preservation Project 
directed by the Marblehead Conservancy,  
community service at Tower puts the values 
we teach into practice. We are proud of our 
long-standing service commitments, some of 
which have operated continuously for nearly  
a quarter century.

LEARNING TO 
GIVE. GIVING  
TO LEARN.

learning 
from experiences 

outside the
classroom



For families whose schedules benefit from 
an early morning drop-off, we offer morning 
activities as early as 7:00 a.m. In the afternoon, 
care and activities are available until 6:00 p.m. 
Before- and After-School activities range from 
chess, yoga, elective courses, and tutoring, to 
quiet time for homework.

We also offer a bus service that starts in  
Nahant to ease the pressure of a longer 
commute. 

OUR SCHEDULE  
FITS YOUR  
SCHEDULE.

Extended Day Programs: Tower Community:

For more than 100 years, Tower has been a 
leader in elementary education. We are proud 
of the children we’ve taught, the families we’ve 
touched, and the lives we’ve changed.

Tower welcomes the involvement of parents, 
grandparents, and other caregivers. In fact, we 
depend upon active contributions  
from our families. The Tower  
School Parents’ Association  
(TSPA) coordinates the  
efforts of parents to  
enhance our community.

The impact of family involvement  
is real, and it’s essential to leading  
our students toward a lifelong love of learning. 

We invite you to join us.

FOCUS ON FAMILY.

partnering  
for a stronger

community



We invite you to visit us at Tower. Please contact Tower’s Director  

of Admission, at admission@towerschool.org, or call 781.631.5800 

to schedule a tour.

Tower School does not discriminate on the basis of race,  
religion, color, handicapped status, sexual orientation,  

nationality, or ethnicity in administration of its educational  
policies, admission policies, financial aid programs,  

or athletic and other school-administered programs.

OUR DIFFERENCES BRING US TOGETHER.
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75 West Shore Drive, Marblehead MA 01945

towerschool.org

781.631.5800

Tower School aims to spark a lifelong love  

of learning in our students by providing a  

stimulating education in a supportive  

environment. We encourage children to strive  

for personal levels of excellence and to develop  

fully across a broad range of academic, physical,  

creative, and social endeavors. Tower seeks  

to nourish a spirit of inquiry, to impart an  

appropriate body of knowledge, to set high  

standards, to instill strong learning habits, and  

to help students become secure in themselves  

while respecting the dignity of others.




